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                 February 2026
	Welcome!
St Malachy’s Infants’ School would like to welcome back all the children for the spring term.  We’ve had a busy few months and lots of exciting things have happened.  Here is a look back at some of the highlights of the year so far and what to expect over the next couple of months!


	Local Competitions

Congratulations to Zahra Mae in Mrs.Durnin’s first class who got 1st place in the Louth County Council ‘Climate Action’ competition.  The children had to paint or draw a picture highlighting a way that they could help the environment.  Zahra Mae painted a picture of a washing machine and a washing line, encouraging everyone to wash their clothes at 30 degrees.
Her slogan was: ‘It’s a breeze, wash at 30 degrees.’
Two representatives from the Louth County Council visited the school to award Zahra Mae her prize – an Eason’s voucher worth €50.  Well done Zahra Mae!!


	Shoebox Appeal 
Thank you to all who supported the annual Team Hope Christmas Shoe Box Appeal this year.  We had a grand total of 161 boxes. Team Hope collected the boxes on the 14th of November; there was lots of excitement.

https://youtu.be/XxSCkDeZyI0?si=Pqn1AyqxVPxH2iX3 

	 Christmas Plays
The highlight of December as always were our wonderful Christmas Plays.  The children and teachers were working very hard in preparation for the shows and all the hard work paid off.  
Thank you again for all your support!

https://www.stmalachysinfants.ie/news/christmas-concerts/?cms4563_bar=false

	Christmas Jumper Day
We had our annual Christmas Jumper Day in aid of the Children’s Health Foundation on the 12th of December. Thank you to all who supported this very worthy cause.

	Santa
We had a very special visit from the main man himself Santa just before we got our holidays.                There was lots of excitement!! 
https://www.stmalachysinfants.ie/news/merry-christmas-2025/?p=1&

	Cinema
In December 1st class had a very special trip to the cinema to see Zootropolis.  It was partly funded by the Re-turn bottle scheme.  
Thank you for bringing in your bottles!
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	Catholic Schools Week
We celebrated Catholic Schools Week from Monday 19th – Friday 23rd January.  We opened it with a special whole school assembly.  1st Class also attended 10:00 mass on the Thursday morning and they sang some lovely songs.  
Thank you to Fr. Joe for such a warm welcome.  
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		Bí Cinéalta 
Ms Dunne and the kindness committee have been very busy working on the Bí Cinéalta poster for our school. 
Bí Cinéalta is the Procedures to Prevent and Address Bullying Behaviour for Primary and Post¬ Primary Schools.
As part of this initiative we were all involved in compiling a Well-Being Policy Statement for the school.
The Well-being Policy Statement and poster is on display in the school and on the school website.
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	Hot School Meals 
There has been a lot of work over the last couple of months getting the Hot School Meals organised in the school.  The school went with a local company Lunchtime Delivered.

There was lots of excitement and anticipation in the school on Tuesday 3rd February, as it was the 1st day hot meals were being delivered.

They have been very well received by all and the children are enjoying browsing the menu and picking their meals for the week.

	Teacher Training
Recently we had Teacher Training on the redeveloped Primary School Curriculum
 (phased in from 2025/26).  It focuses on hands-on, flexible learning with an emphasis on STEM, wellbeing, and creativity. Key changes include Modern Foreign Languages from 5th class, a revised Arts education, and more focus on digital learning. The new structure features 5 areas—Language, STEM, Arts, Social/Environmental, and Wellbeing.  Please follow the link for further information.  

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/primary-curriculum-toolkit/parents-and-children/ 
	Some Dates for your Diary

World Book Day:  Thursday 5th March
It’s time to start planning your costume!

Lá Glas:  Friday 13th March
Green Day - wear green to school to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day!

School Closed:    Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th March for St. Patrick’s Day.

Easter Holidays: Friday 30th March, school closes at 12:00 for Easter Holidays and re-opens on Monday 13th April for the Summer Term. 

There will be lots more exciting things to come in the Summer Term!!


	Collections – Recycling

As well as the Re-turn bottles, Mrs Millen collects old used stamps, to donate to an Irish charity, most recently the donation went to St. Martin’s Apostolate.
We also collect old batteries for charity.

Don’t forget your bottles, stamps and batteries!           
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	Social Media 
Please be sure to keep an eye on the school website: www.stmalachysinfants.ie  and Class Dojo for news and information about all the fantastic things that are happening in the school.  
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	St Malachy’s Infants’ School would like to wish you all a very pleasant term!
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